THE IDEAL AND THE REVOCATION
"Naturally the government cannot accede to the Communists in everything, when their behaviour is inimical to the State. Russia does not punish high treason any lighter than we do in Europe. How many persons have been executed in Russia for the crime of high treason? In comparison with that, the refusal of passports becomes only a child's grievance/'
I came to the affair of the extradition of the Fascist deputies.
"That must be taken as contrary to your fundamental principles. If you were an Englishman, would you commend such a policy?"
"Certainly," he said. "Extradition is today a question of expediency and not of principle. It was disgusting to see how these people, with whose opinions and conduct we were acquainted, acknowledged the State all of a sudden simply out of fear. Moreover, in these cases the President is not brought into the question. The whole affair and the men concerned in it are too little known abroad."
"And you could not intervene?"
"I can speak with ministers and the highest officials. Take the case of Tuka, which you have